
 

June 13, 2008 

Dear SCAPT Members and Friends!  

Summer has arrived and don’t we know it here in South Carolina! The temperature went straight 

for the top this week and I was thinking playing in water…imagining that is!  

I am happy to let you know that we are intending for this to be one of our most exciting years 

ever. Before you do anything, check out our updated website at www.sca4pt.com.  Please let us 

know if you have any suggestions and/or do submit articles, book reviews as you can for the 

website or newsletter!  

As you may already know we have three wonderful trainings planned for the fall and spring 

offering 24 Continuing Education Contact Hours! The first one will be in the upstate at 

Greenville Technical College on Saturday, September 6
th

. We will be having several students 

from the Honor’s Program at GTC volunteering on the day of the conference. GTC is located 

very conveniently off of 385 and I highly recommend making a weekend of it as Greenville is a 

wonderful place to visit (and for me, to live!). This workshop is directed most specifically at 

professionals who are beginning their work in play therapy or are simply interested in learning 

more. However anyone with more experience will likely enjoy the refresher material and the 

excellent speakers, Sandra Frick-Helms, Robert Horak, and Norma Kimrey Colwell!  

SCAPT is co-sponsoring a one day seminar qualifying for 6 contact hours specific to play therapy 

in Myrtle Beach, SC featuring Sandra Frick-Helms on Saturday, September 27
th

.    

The  11
th

 Annual SCAPT Conference will take place on March 6-7, 2009 in Columbia, SC and 

will feature Dr. Nancy Davis, speaking on, Understanding and Creating Therapeutic Stories for 

Play Therapy, focusing on treating trauma in children. She is returning in response to 

overwhelming interest from our members who wanted to hear her again. All three training 

opportunities are posted on the APT (www.a4pt.org) and the SCAPT Website (www.sca4pt.com). 

The board and I are devoting a substantial amount of time and energy to the purpose of bringing 

in new membership and in exposing therapists in training to the theory and practice of Play 

Therapy. Do let us know what YOU are doing and how we can support you in these activities!  

Check out some excellent reasons to recommend that a friend join APT, including the fact that if 

you recruit one new APT member before June 30th, your name will go into the drawing for the 

APT conference in Dallas Texas, worth up to $1000.00!  

Ten Great Reasons to Join APT/SCAPT  

1. Informative, helpful, encouraging and inspiring APT Quarterly Play Therapy News 

Magazine. If you use play therapy with children, this is a gold mine resource!  

1. Semi annual journal featuring research, theory, case studies, clinical intervention data. It is a great 

source for updates on the latest in the field. 

2. Reduced registration fees to the APT Annual International Conference and SCAPT 

CONFERENCES. You more than make up your dues fee by attending conferences as a member, and get 

access to the wisdom, experience, creativity and courage of leaders in play therapy. 

https://mail.capella.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.sca4pt.com/
http://www.a4pt.org/
http://www.sca4pt.com/


3. Access to other play therapy colleagues through the Annual Membership Directory. Directory also 

provides general APT information and advertisements that can assist members with referrals, networking 

training and other member needs. 

4. Reduced prices to members for resources available in the APT Bookstore. APT has already selected some 

of the best resources available from which you can choose when you need them! 

5. Ethics & Practices guidelines for play therapy available through APT ethics experts and papers. 

Conferences and branch meetings offer members additional opportunities for discussion of ethical issues. 

6. Research grants are awarded to projects that increase play therapy knowledge, improve techniques and 

demonstrate play therapy's value. 

7. Professional insurance policy coverage is available on a voluntary basis through APT in conjunction 

with the American Counseling Association. 

8. Expert and professional staff assistance is available to members at the APT office weekdays from 

8:00AM to 4:30 PM PST, both online and via phone. 

9. SCAPT branch membership services, offering you training, peer networking, and a great group of 

colleagues committed to helping kids through play therapy. 

My rationale in joining APT many years ago was simple. I believed in play as a potent force for 

healing and development. I now not only believe this to be so, I have come to understand so much 

more about why this is so. Anyone who has heard me talk about the brain and its’ development 

knows some measure of this too. I have, like all of you, limited resources to use to develop my 

professional skills. I put my money where my commitments are, the priorities. Play Therapy is at 

the top of the list. APT is the organization that represents, supports, and promotes the practice 

that I stand for and believe in, that of Play Therapy. This is why I am a member.  

We can also turn to Plato for another reason. Think about it. Much of what we do is to come to 

know children, mothers, fathers, and persons who want to be seen with eyes wide open to see 

their whole personhood, not simply a symptom or a diagnosis.  

Plato: Play Quotes 

You can discover more about a person in an hour of play than in a year of conversation! 

Let this quote inform your work this week. Tape it somewhere. Hold it in your heart. And then 

talk to someone about play and the practice of play therapy. Who knows, maybe the organization 

will be gifted with the presence and contributions of a new member! 

Warmly (very, around 97 degrees!), 

Deborah Armstrong Hickey, PhD 

SCAPT President 


